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November 21, 2010
St. Casimir’s Reopen Request
Bishop Richard Lennon:

It has been a little over a year since our church, St. Casimir, was closed and locked.  It has also been over a year since the first weekly prayer vigil started.  In fact, we are now into our second year.
You may ask, why do we continue?  The answer is our devotion to the Blessed Mother.

As St. Casimir dedicated his life to the Blessed Mother, we too, asked for her help.  On November 8, 2009, we dedicated this church to Her and since that time She has led us to seek the reopening.  St. Casimir still lives in us, and we will not disband.
We at St. Casimir have faithfully put our trust in the Blessed Mother, and She has shown us the way through the Divine Mercy of Jesus.

The rain, cold, snow and heat does not bother us as we come together and pray in the street.  Bishop Lennon, we pray for you every Sunday that the Divine Mercy will touch your heart, and show you the way.

In 1985, St. Casimir was dedicated to the men and women in the Solidarity (Solidarność) Labor Movement that were killed by the communist government.  A man who was imprisoned during this time stands with us every Sunday, as does his wife and daughter.
This labor movement, Solidarity, eventually ended communism in Europe.  As you may recall, Lech Walesa wore the picture of the Blessed Mother, Our Lady Of Czestochowa, on his lapel.
The sacrifices of the men and women of Solidarity have opened up all Europe to practice Christianity freely.  The Catholic Church benefited enormously from those who gave their lives.

Attached to this letter are signed petitions of supporters who say, reopen St. Casimir. 
 In 1969,  our late Pope John Paul II, then the Archbishop of Krakow,  visited St. Casimir and said Mass at that altar.

We ask you, Bishop Lennon, to please let the Divine Mercy of Jesus touch your heart and show us mercy.  Please give us our keys so once more this church can open its doors as a temple of worship.
Please realize that the unwavering faith of the Casimir people is deep rooted in centuries of standing up for the Catholic Faith.  It is a total and life-long commitment.

Bishop Lennon, please do not tell us to await the decision of the papal court, for you have the power to reopen our church.

Jesus, Our Savior, came here not to be served, but to serve.

We are grateful for such a loving and merciful Lord.

We await your reply and are available for meaningful discussion if you so desire.

Sincerely,

Wojtek Fleszar

Prayer Leader for

The Parishioners of St. Casimir Church 

