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Local RC church closings still in news

by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrocklyn.com

Three months have passed since the last
time that the (4 Braskiva News has published
an anticle about the closings and mergings of
parishes in the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Cleveland,  But that does not mean that nath-
ing has been happening during that extended
penod of tme; it simply means that we've
been giving the topic a rest,

Movember 30th was actually supposed 1o
be the date (in the most recent round of exien-
sions) by which parishes which had appealed
their closings 1o the Vatican were wold they
would hear of a decision. But if past
history is any indication of what's 10
come, another extension is probably
int their futures, and they won't hear ¢ 3
a definitive “yes” or “no” for quite
i while, And so their hopes and
efforts to survive continue. ..

To more casily convey the vol-
ume of closing/merging news for this
article, | decided w organize it in
alphabetical order according to panishes
which I know O1d Brooklyi/Brooklyn Centre
residents attend or have attended —

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH

Formerly located at 3381 Fullon Rd., ihe
church and parish buildings are still for sale
iwww.ced-sales.orgh, but many of the c. 1930
stained glass windows from the church have
been  removed  and  sold  via  the
Diocese’sHenninger's website (www.church-
inventory.com), Six large rectungular ones, in
Facl. are now in place at 51 Leo the Great
Church in Old Brooklyn, and a large round one
i5 waiting to be installed there. (Read the
details in the St Leo listing later in this article.)

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH

Officially the church and parish buildings
on Pearl Bd. between Archmere Ave. and
Morthcliff Ave, are still Tor sale, but rumor has
it thai & dcal is in the works, Fr. Doug Brown,
the pastor of Mary Queen of Peace (the parish
eredtled from the merger of Corpus Christi and
Our Lady of Good Counsel}, is responsible for
managing the Corpus Christ property until it is
sold

Within the lasi couple of months Fr.
Brown had sixteen of the pews from Corpus
Christi moeved (o Mary Queen of Peace.
Favorite statues from Corpus Christ, a crucifix
and a wall hanging have all also Tound a new
home at Mary Queen of Peace in recent months
(in addition to the indoor picture of Our Lady
of Czestochowa — by the piano — und the
marble outdoor shrine o0 Our Lady of
Crestochowa — in front of the rectory —
which we wrote about in earlicr anticles),

Just because OLGC and Corpus Chiristi
were official merging parishes, though, doesa’t
mican that all the former Corpus Chnsti parish-
roners are now al Mary (ueen of Peace, Many
are il St Thomas More, where one af their for-
mer deacons is now stationed (and a “son of
Corpus Christi parish” is pastor), a number arc
at S5t Bridget of Kildare in Parma Heights, a
few are at Si, Leo the Gireat, and others are still
trying to decide about a new chorch home.

MARY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH

The church building at 4423 Pearl Rd. in
which MOP is located will always be known as
Cur Lady of Good Counsel, because

that's what it was called when it was
consecrated.  Bui MOP iz the name
of the parish formed from the merg-
er of the former OLGC and Corpus
Christi. As mentioned in the pre-
ceding listing, some of the pews
from Corpus Christi are now in
MOP's lower church (chapel) where
daily Mass is celebrated. That
increases the cupacity o about 150,
The Corpus Christi statues mentioned in
the preceding paragraph arc: the Holy Family
- by the baptizmal font: 51 Therese of Lisicus
in the Marian Lounge; and four smaller stat-
ucs, including 51 Anthony and St Anne, which
Bave not been placed yei.

The crucifix which was a1 Corpus Christi
when it was a mission church is now hanging
in the stairwell between MOP's upper and
lower churches. A wall-hanging of Our Lady
of the Miraculous Medal from Corpus Christ
School now hangs inside the fromt doors of
MOP's Parish Center.

The merged parish also has a new music
director. His name is David Jaronowski and he
lives in Independence. At one point in his
musical career, David was the dircctor of
music at St Michael's in Indépendence, but he
has also worked in other parts of the country.
One of the musical changes at the former
OLGC since it became Mary Queen of Peace is
that the organ and choir have been moved back
up 1o the choir lofi,

HISTORIC ST. PETER'S CHURCHY
THE COMMUNITY OF 5T. PETER
Befure being closed oul of their historic
chirch at 1533 E. 17th Si. and Superior Ave.
due to Diocesan downsizing, this “intentional
Eucharistic community™ secured an area at the
former Baker Electric Company at E. 71st 5t
and Enclid Ave. They have been celebrating 11
am. Sunday hiurgies in the converted space
since Sunday, August 15th, During that time,
in addition to gaining some new members and
losing some old oncs, the Community has wel-
comed a couple of children through Baptism,
See Church Closing page 8

oo, “Friends” are welcome: visit their web-
site, www.communityofsipeter.org, 1o read
about their activities, or sign up o receive
emails from them by sending yoir own email
to: conlact@communityofsipeter.org. 51
Peter’s is another of the panishes with an
appeal pending in Rome.

NI BARBARA CHURCH

This founded-by-Polish-immigrants
church at 1505 Denison Ave. in Brooklyn
Centre isn't on either of the aforementioned
Diocesan “for sale” websites because it is
another of the churches which have an appeal
pending in Rome, In the meantime, a number
of the parishioners are attending St John
Cantius, the Polish parish in Tremont (whose
pastor was administering 5t. Barbara's before
it elosed). Others, however, are  shopping for
a new parish, and still others are so disillu-
sioned by the Diocesan decision 1o close their
financially secure parish that they are not
attending Mass anywhere,

ST EMERIC CHURCH

This Hungarian parish at 1860 W, 2nd
5t. {behind the West Side Markel's parking lot)
also has an appeal pending in Rome,  Most
Sunday mommings, a remnant of parishioners
mieels o pray outside the closed church, usual-
ly at %45 a.m.

5L Emeric’s pastor, Fr. Sandor Siklodi,
had his priestly faculties in the Catholic
Diocese of Cleveland removed by Bishop
Richard Lennon after the parish closed June
30ih; in early October he accepted a position
with the Archdiocese of Chicago at $t. Stephen
of Hungary Church,

Fr. Siklodi wuas back in Cleveland for the
celebration of St Emeric Day on Sunday,
Movember Tth. That day Fr. Bob Begin and he
concelebrated a special Mass in Hungarian at
St. Colman’s, the church at which Fr. Begin is
pastor.  Bul ¢ven when Fr. Siklodi is not in
town, Fr. Begin has been offering Mass in
Hungarian for a group of the 5t Emeric folks
on the first Sunday of the month,

Although | have not vei been ther: to sce
it myself, 1 have heard from a most reliable
source that when Fr. Siklodi was ministering in
the Cleveland Diocese, e’ d purchased a ceme-
tery plod and gravestone with his name on it in
the priests” section at Holy Cross Cemetery.
That seems to indicate that even though he is a
native of Transylvaniz, he thought that he'd be
spending the rest of his priesily days here,

ST. CASIMIR CHURCH

The story of this Polish parish at 8223
Sowinski Ave. has many similarties to the
story of St. Emeric’s - appeal pending in
Rome. outdoor Sunday morming — 11:30 am.
—prayer services every week since the parish
closed on November Bih of last year, foreign-
speaking pastor. highly commitied members
of a sirong ethnic community.

To mark the first anniversary of their clos-
ing. the service on Sunday, November Tih, was
more widely publicized and thus attended by
more people. Just over a week ago the parish
submitted a petition to the Diocese asking 1o
reapen.  The petition had been signed by
almost 1000 people, including sizteen mem-
bers of Cleveland City Council.



ST LEO THE GREAT CHURCH

The carly 19705 style church at 4940
Broadview Rd. was not directly affected by the
recent church closings and mergings, but as a
resull of other closings in the Diocese, it now
owns a4 number of anlifacts from churches
which had pieces and pans 1o sell or give away,

Al 5L Leo pastor Russ Lowe’s request, Fr.
Doug Brown donated two items from Corpus
Christi. The other items were purchased, some
a5 memonials (o deceased loved ones, They
are:

Four earldy 1950s oblong windows from
Blessed Sacrament Church which are “joyful
mysteries” of the rosary = the Annunciation,
the Visitation, the Presentation of Jesus in the
Temple and the Finding of
Jesus in the Temple;  they
have been placed in specially
made wooden Frames/light
boxes which cover the exist-
ing colored plass windows
from the inside of the church:

Two oblong windows
from Blessed Sacramem
which are images of popes -

St Peter and Pius XII; they
are installed in light boxes on
the rear wall of the sancmary:

Another round window,
which will be a more chal-
lenging installation: it will be
placed on the right front side-
wall of the church in a
chapel-like anca.

Three additional “new” items are also at
the right front side of St Leo's church. The
first. a wooden altar from Corpus Christi, is
being used in the chupel area where daily Mass
is now celebrated (1o keep down costs in terms
of not having to significanily heat the whole
church during the week in winier),

St Leo’s also purchased an aliar-like
stand which came from St. Christine Church in
Euclid, on which the tabernacle from Corpus
Christi Church now sits. 51 Leo's wbernacle,
currently installed in the chapel-area wall —
but which was moved there from its original
position in the back of the sanctuary — will
ultimately be removed.

ST MALACHI CHURCH/
THE COMMUNITY OF ST MALACH]

The Community of St Peter is not the
original “intentional Bucharistic community”
in the Diocese of Cleveland. All the way back
in 1971, that sne oonCepl was brewing in the
minds of a group of people who hiad been wor-
shipping at the 11 a.m. a1 St Malachi Church,
2459 Washington Awve. They received
Diocesan approval for a provisional, non-tesri-
torisl parish on an experimental basis in 1975,
and permanent parish statas in 1980

But as of November, 2044, the
Community of St, Malachi g longer exisis, s
that's when it was efficially closed anid sihsp.
quently merged with the parish of St Maluchi
{founded in 1865).

Al the tme of Bishop Lennon's decision
te close their parish, the Community of St
Malachi, as prescribed in their constitution,
vuled as 1o whother or not they would appeal
his ruling: the majority opled not o, The
majority of the members still attend the |1 2.m.
Sunday morning Mass at St. Malachi, but they
are mo longer governcd in the way in which
they used 1o be,

ST. PROCOP CHURCH

Singce the closing of this Bohemian/Crech
parish at J181 W, 41st St in August 2008, many
of the former members have migrated across
the Harvard-Denison Bridge to  another
Behemian/Ceech parish, Our Lady of Louedes,
on W, 55th 51 just south of Broadway Ave. 5t
Procop’s music ministry immediately began
providing the music for the 4 p.m. Mass on
Saturday afternoons, and before long, they
were also playing their instruments and singing
at the 10 a.m. Sunday moming liturgy, oo,

When 51 Procop's was in existence,
another of its mindstries was a community meal
which it provided for hungry people in our
neighborhood. The Diocese of Cleveland has
asked us to publicize that St. Boniface Church,
1345 W. 54th 51, north of Denison Ave., and
51, Roceo Church, 3205 Fulton Rd., have taken
on that ministry. Their parich organizations are
sharing the responsibility of putting on a o

dinner on the first Friday of
every month in the school
hall at Se. Boniface.

ST. THOMAS MORE
CHURCH
Like 51, Leo's, this parish
hus sorvived intact, bt the
look of s modern interior
has changed somewhan due 1o
the addiion of statuary from
closed churches. The rela-
tively stark imtcrior of the
church at 4170 Morth Amber
Dr. has plenty of white space
ud provided a good hack-
drop for charming, old-fash-
ioned  statues from closed
churches. Al press-lime we
were slill wailing 1o hear the names of all the
saints who are now represenied there and the
parishes from which the statues came: we can
still share that information in a Tuture aricle.

ST WENDELIN CHURCH
The Slovak parishioners from the finan-
cially-secare parish at 228] Columbus Rd. also
have an appeal pending with the Vatican,
Although they have nidt done so every Sunduy
since their closing on May 23rd, they, oo, have
conducted Sunday moming prayer services

outside their shuttered church.  And on the
evening of Sarday, October 16th, they con-
ducted a special Marian service by candlelight.

Former 5t Wendelin's parishioners ure
planning a Christmas Reumon op Sunday,
December 19th. 1t will be held at Mary Queen
of Peace Church, thanks to Fr. Doug Brown's
willingness to offer his parish Facility for their
use. On the agenda are a 2 pm. Mass followed
by a social. Ruth Movak, the former music
director at St. Wendelin's, has been organizing
the event. Contact her through the MOP office,
216-749-2323, for more information about it.
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Two other parishes which are appealing
their closings, but which don't have a particu-
lar conmection to our neighborhood — Si
Patrick’s, Wesi Park, 4427 Rocky River Dr.
and 51 James, 17514 Peiroil Ave. — have also
organized Sunday morming outdoor prayer
services.  SL Pa's om0 11:30 am. and SL
James” is at 12:30 p.m,

Endangered Catholics continues to meet
at the West Side Hungarian Evangelical
Church, 3245 W. 98th 81, on the south side of
Denison Ave. Visit their website, www.endan-

catholics. webs for details.

Part of Endangered Catholics recem
emphasis aboul building community among
Cathaolics from disenfranchised parishes has
been 1o hold “Solidarity Masses”, The most
recent was on Sunday, November 18th, a1 50
Augustine Church in Tremont.  Fr Joseph
MeMulty celebrated the Mass: Sr Corita
Ambro, CE), also spoke toward the end of the
liturgy.

Space prevents us from recounting other
Catholic church closing information  this
month, but we will continue sharing informa-
fhon s soon as possible.

{:tt of St John the
Evangelist, 1404 E. 9th St.
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