St. Casimir urges all to attend their prayer vigil this Sunday, November 6, 2011.  This vigil will mark a milestone for the Faithful Parishioners of the closed St. Casimir Church.  
St. Casimir, the church that refuses to accept the closure and go away will conduct its 104th prayer vigil in the streets of this neighborhood adjacent to Rockefeller Park.  It will be two years since Bishop Richard Lennon (on November 8th, 2009) forced a closure of this historic church built in the grand Polish Cathedral Style Architecture.

Though parishioners have been evicted from their church, they and their supporters have not given up hope that one day they will be able to worship inside.

No matter the weather, every Sunday since the bishop’s “Mass of Eviction”, the Faithful have returned at 11:30 AM, to pray, sing and share news of their quest to overturn the order of Bishop Lennon.

The church was self-sustaining: was in excellent physical condition, had a large bank account, a strong alumni and dedicated priests.

Casimir has an appeal in Rome at the highest Vatican Court, the APOSTOLIC SIGNATURA which could take years to be heard.  In the interim, they have petitioned Bishop Lennon three times to let them re-open.  They even presented the bishop with nearly a thousand signatures supporting the petitions.  Only once has the bishop replied to their letters and told them to await Rome’s decision on the appeal.  The Casimir Faithful have stressed that the bishop closed the church - not Rome.

The St. Casimir prayer leader, Wojtek Fleszar has stated, “We vow to continue the vigils, we will not give up. The closing of all these Catholic Churches is wrong and only drives people away from the faith.”

Representatives from other closed churches with appeals in Rome are expected to participate on this special vigil.  The media will be present and so will a documentary film producer.

The plight of the ethnic church closures has attracted national attention.  In April of 2010, Ralph Vartabedian, a national investigative reporter for the Los Angeles Times came to Cleveland on a fact finding trip.  St. Casimir, along with St. Lawrence and St. Emeric were featured in his article.  The story went international.
The Casimir prayer vigils have inspired four other appealing parishes to hold their own weekly vigils. 

The words of the late Pope, Blessed John Paul II, “NIE BOJCIE SIE” in Polish means “BE NOT AFRAID” have given guidance and strength to the Casimir Faithful to continue the struggle.

They invite all to join them this Sunday at the 104th vigil of St. Casimir-In-Exile.  And they ask you to remember the time change.  Your support is needed.
Joseph Feckanin

